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Training (CIT) Essays
I, Tavaris Grandison, feel I am ready to become a CIT. I feel I'm very mature and becoming a CIT would help me to grow and understand. I feel I am a friendly person and get along with others. The transition from camper to Counselor-In-Training would be a big step and maybe a challenge but this just may be the challenge I need to prove how mature I've become. The qualifications I feel I have are I'm willing to learn new things, I'm a hard worker and I'm honest. Those are some qualification I have. Becoming a CIT would be great and I can't wait until camp when I can walk around as a proud CIT.
(Tavaris Grandison)
I think this is going to be great because I love to work with kids. I am so happy to be trained as a CIT because when I get done being trained you won't be seeing me around the grownups because I will be spending time with the kids and playing games with them and just having a great time with them. I think this would be a great opportunity to be trained as a CIT.
(Athina Hendricksen)
I think I should be a CIT because I think I'm responsible enough to watch over younger children. I like to play and communicate to younger children. I've tutored children from kindergarten through 8th grade, babysat and done many other things with children. I think I'm a good candidate because I'm mature enough to deal with people of all ages. When I attend camp and watch the CIT's and counselors I believe I'm able to do that job. I usually get along with all people especially children. I think being a CIT will be a very good experience for me in the future. I hope my experiences would help me become a great CIT for the future. Especially for camp "I Am Me"!
(Zakiyyah Rasheeda Jackson-Bey)
Well, my first year experience was a blast for the fact that I got to hang out with the kids. I thought the counselors really enjoyed me helping out by giving kids piggy back rides and quieting them down at rest time. I enjoyed hanging out with the kids and I am, or feel that I am, great with kids. I was very patient with them all and there was not a moment at all where I was disappointed or they were disappointed with me. Especially for camp "I Am Me"!
(Nick Matecki)
For the past five years I have attended our camp. Everyone from CIT's to the counselors and even the campers made me feel like one of the team even though I was nothing more than a camper. Every year I have memories of good people that no one can take away from me. The one week out of each year I attend our camp was by far the best week. I look forward to camp every year and I want the opportunity to make the campers feel just as part of the team as I felt when I was a camper.
(Duane Meek)
I feel that I am ready to make the transition from a camper to a CIT. For the last 10 years I have been a camper and have learned many things from my past counselors. Things they have taught me were commitment, friendship, individuality, and how to cope. Illinois Fire Safety Alliance/Camp I Am Me has given me so much these last 10 years and now it's my turn to give back to them. 

Every year I look more and more forward to camp. It is a big part of my life and now, I'm looking towards camp with more responsibility. Taking on leadership and passing down what I have learned from my past years at camp.
(Karen Morton)
I feel that Burn Camp has influenced me on the way I react to others problems. I like to help kids especially "The Burn Camp Kids". I feel that I can help the younger campers deal with humiliation and peer pressure. I have learned a lot through Burn Camp. I hope to stay at camp and help other campers like the counselors did to me especially Bart Burns.
(Ryan O'Sullivan)
I have been attending camp for 9 years and each year has been a great experience. I would like to return to camp as a CIT because it is an experience I wouldn't want to pass up. I have always admired and looked up to all of my counselors. I feel that I am ready to transition to a CIT because I want children to look up to me the same way. I've had my turn as a camper and now I want to help others have the same experience.
(Molly Schaller)
The reason why I feel that I am ready to become a counselor is because I feel that I am now able to teach what I have learned as a camper in my previous years. I think that I have learned how to be a good role model for the younger campers as well as my peers. I am now a Senior Leader at my high school and have learned many skills to help me be a better leader, such as patience and critical thinking which I feel is very important when trying to help and understand younger campers as well as older ones. I feel that I also learned how to take control of a situation and do what I feel is best for the campers.
(Douglas Slaughter, Jr.)
I'm ready to go from a camper to a CIT. I feel that camp has done so much for me when I was a camper. I could return the favor by helping the counselors. I could do things for camp and help out with the program. Setting a good example to the campers, showing them the way, giving them hope, showing that they are not alone, giving them pride of who they are, not what other people think or say about them. I believe that this would be my 10th year at camp so that means that I must have nine years experience at being a camper. I was able to do the following tasks: archery, fishing, climbing, eating, doing challenger, building crafts and doing them all with pride and also having a lot of fun. This is why I believe I would make a good CIT.
(Joey Zurawski)
