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This guide has been designed to provide instruction to fire department personnel        
on how to successfully request, install, and document smoke alarms for Illinois fire      
department installation programs. 
 
 
Program Overview: 
“Be Alarmed!” is a fire safety education and smoke alarm installation program             
administered cooperatively between Camp I Am Me (CIAM) by Illinois Fire Safety         
Alliance and the Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal (OSFM). The program              
distributes fire safety education materials and smoke alarms to fire departments in the 
state of Illinois. The fire departments then deliver the education while installing smoke 
alarms in at-risk homes within their communities while recording data for reporting 
purposes. Both the educational materials and smoke alarms are provided at no cost as 
a result of funding from both the CIAM and OSFM. 
 
 
Purpose & Objectives: 
The program was developed to educate Illinois residents on the dangers of fire in the 
home and how to prevent fires from occurring in the home, as well as to ensure there 
are working smoke alarms properly installed in homes. By providing 10-year sealed 
battery smoke alarms, it ensures that the power source cannot be removed from the 
unit and, if properly maintained, will last the life of the device. Providing bedshaker 
smoke alarms will ensure those that are deaf or hard-of-hearing will be notified of a 
home fire when sleeping in their beds. 
 
The program seeks to: 
1. Educate Illinois residents, young and old, on home fire safety and prevention       

methods, 
2. Reduce the number of fire-related injuries in Illinois, 
3. Reduce the number of fire-related deaths in Illinois, and 
4. Identify the reason for non-working smoke alarms in Illinois homes. 
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Program Details - Smoke Alarms: 
• Only 10-year sealed lithium battery operated smoke alarms will be utilized and      

distributed to fire departments . 

• 24 alarms will be provided to fire departments per request. 

• Smoke alarms are required to be installed in resident homes - distributing or giving 
away the alarms by fire departments is prohibited. 

• Smoke alarm informational pamphlets, home fire safety checklists, and home fire  
escape plans will be provided to fire departments - educational materials which 
must be provided to the home residents. 

• Fire departments will record and submit installation survey data via the Be Alarmed! 
web portal upon completion of installations. 

• Additional requested smoke alarms will not be permitted to fire departments until 
20 of the previously received 24 alarms have been installed and installation survey 
data has been submitted.  

 
Program Details - Bedshakers: 
• Only 1 bedshaker alarm will be provided to fire departments per request and only 

after an identified individual/home is confirmed. 

• Bedshaker alarms are required to be installed in resident homes - distributing or giv-
ing away the alarms by fire departments is prohibited. 

• Fire departments will record and submit installation survey data via the Be Alarmed! 
web portal upon completion of installation. 

• Additional bedshaker alarms will not be permitted to fire departments until the pre-
vious unit is installed and the installation survey data has been submitted. 

 
 
Eligibility Requirements: 
This program is available to fire departments located in the state of Illinois. Fire           
departments must be able to: 
• Provide documentation demonstrating that a smoke alarm installation program is in 

place upon requesting alarms through this program.  

• Acknowledge the program Release from Liability language. 
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Eligibility Requirements (cont): 
• Submit installation survey data within 10 days of completing a home installation. 

• Educate the homeowners on smoke alarm maintenance, fire safety, and fire escape 
planning when installing smoke alarms. 

 
Program Participation: 
If the program eligibility requirements are able to be met by the fire department: 
 
1) Visit www.IFSA.org/alarms to review program details and to complete the program 

registration form. 

2) Fire departments requesting alarms for the first time through this program will be 
required to provide documentation demonstrating that a department smoke alarm 
installation program is in place. This documentation will not be required when        
requesting future alarms. 

3) OSFM will ship 24 10-year sealed battery smoke alarms, 12 Smoke Alarm                 
Informational Pamphlets, 12 Home Fire Safety Checklist & Home Fire Escape Plan 
documents, and 12 generic Installation Survey form documents and/or 1 bedshaker 
alarm. 

4) Upon installation of alarms in homes and the education on fire safety to residents, 
the reporter will document the visit using the Be Alarmed! web portal. Complete all 
of the required fields and take detailed notes to ensure that each visit has been         
successfully documented. Be sure that an Installation Survey Form is submitted for 
each property where a smoke alarm installation has been conducted.  

The web portal can be accessed at alarms.ifsa.org. 

5) The web portal will maintain all records for the participating fire department.             
Additional detail can be requested from Camp I Am Me if needed.  

6) When the bedshaker alarm received by fire departments has been successfully        
installed and the required data has been submitted via the web portal, fire               
departments will have the ability to request an additional bedshaker alarm - 
only after an identified individual/home has been confirmed. 
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Frequently Asked Questions: 
Q - How many smoke alarms can a fire department request? 

A - Smoke Alarms: 24 smoke alarms will be provided to fire departments per request. 
Once 20 of the 24 smoke alarms have been successfully installed and the required data 
has been submitted via the web portal, fire departments may request an additional 24 
alarms. 
A - Bedshakers: Only 1 bedshaker alarm will be provided to fire departments per request 
and only after an identified individual/home is confirmed. Additional requested         
bedshaker alarms will not be permitted to fire departments until the previous unit is    
installed and the installation survey has been submitted.  
 

Q - We would like to hand out your smoke alarms at our open house and at other        
community events. Is this okay? 

A - No, any smoke alarms received from the Be Alarmed! Smoke Alarm Installation        
Program must be installed in homes by the participating fire department. 
 

Q - How quickly do we need to install the smoke alarms after receiving them? 

A - Fire Departments are expected to have the smoke alarms installed within three (3) 
months of receiving them. If fire departments do not record the installation data within 
three months of receiving the smoke alarms, the fire departments may be asked to       
return the smoke alarms.  
 

Q - How many smoke alarms can I install per home? 

A - Fire departments are able to install as few or as many smoke alarms per home as 
they desire. It is recommended that the number of smoke alarms installed per home be 
noted in the fire department’s Installation Program information packet and that it       
remain consistent from home to home. 
 
Q - How do I know what information to record on the Installation Survey Form? 

A - All fields on the Installation Survey Form (via the web portal) are required to be  
completed by the fire department. The form cannot be formally submitted electronically 
if any fields are left blank.  
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Frequently Asked Questions (continued): 
Q - Can fire departments charge residents for the smoke alarms and home installations. 

A - Fire departments are not permitted to charge for providing smoke alarms received 
from the Be Alarmed! Smoke Alarm Installation Program. 
 

Q - We have apartment complex managers and landlords requesting smoke alarms be 
installed in their properties. Is this okay? 

A - No, as a business owner, they must supply and install their own smoke alarms for 
their tenants. The smoke alarms received from the Be Alarmed! Program are for            
homeowners only.  
 
Q - If I have questions about the program, who can I speak to? 

A - Fire departments are encouraged to contact either Camp I Am Me by Illinois Fire 
Safety Alliance at 847-390-0911/ifsa@ifsa.org or the Office of the Illinois State Fire  
Marshal Division of Fire Service Outreach at 217-558-6743. 
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Smoke Alarm Installation Survey 
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Smoke Alarm Installation Guide 
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Smoke Alarms & Your Safety! Trifold 
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Home Fire Safety Check List 
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Home Fire Escape Plan 
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Additional Resources 

Camp I Am Me by Illinois Fire Safety Alliance Educational Programs & Resources 
www.ifsa.org/prevention-resources 
 
National Fire Protection Association Planning & Implementing Successful Smoke 
Alarm Installation Program 
www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Smoke-alarms/Installing-and-maintaining-
smoke-alarms  
 
National Fire Protection Association Smoke Alarm Toolkit 
www.nfpa.org/public-education/resources/education-programs/community-tool-kits/
keeping-your-community-safe-and-sound 
 
National Fire Protection Association Rolf H. Jensen Memorial Public Education Grant 
www.nfpa.org/jensen 
 
National Fire Protection Association Remembering When Program 
www.nfpa.org/rememberingwhen 
 
Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal Information for Individuals 
www2.illinois/gov/sites/sfm/Iam/Individual 
 
U.S. Fire Administration Fire Prevention and Public Education 
www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention/ 
 
Vision 20/20 Home Safety Visit Guide & Video 
strategicfire.org/resources/home-safety-visit-guide/ 
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